Fey” 5 2E f 2 ee 
7 
T-H-E | 


Old Mans V I EW 


"QF 


OOO OT — 


—— > Ano Ads IS" — 


ũme— ——— —— ͥꝗ rc— 2 — 


* 


O R 


—— — 4 — 


CONSOLATION 


IN IT. 


. 


Bags Bron FIN * 


1 

% 8 
5 
. 


* 


1 


{4 


+ 
=> 


Me are more than Conquerors through him 
that loved us, Rom. viii. 37. 


LONDON: 


Printed for J. Ho o xk, at the Fower- 
die- luce, againſt St. Dunſtan s Church 
in Fleet-ſtreet. M. cc. xxvii. 


8 


3 


2 0 THE ER 
READER. 
IFN the following Diſcourſe 


— imquiſitive and good 
Man, and prepar'd him for his 


Dijſolution If his Caſe proves 


my own, I ſhall paſs the more 


eaſily off from this Stage of Va- 


nity; or if it happily repreſents 


thine, you will have ſome ſecret 


and real Pleaſure in the peruſal 
of it. But if it neither agrees 
with . mine, nor thine, let us 

Le male 


To the READER. 


make haſte to come up to the 
Character of a pious, vertuous 
Man ; that we may not loſe the 
inward Peace of a good Con- 
ſcience, which will be the ſweet- 
eſt Conſolation before, and in 
the Arms of Death. 
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HEN! acknowledge that I 
N love not Death, and cannot 
entertain a good Opinion of 
—_— | che Grave; I preſume. Imen- 
tion the true and genuine Sentiment 
of all Mankind, who have a general 
Averſion againſt it. 
However, ſince there is no eſcaping 
its Aſſault, and a neceſſity 1 is laid upon 
me to ſubmit to its Stroke, and that 
according to the common Courſe of 
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| ( 6 } 
off; I think it reaſonable to fortify my 
ſelf againſt the Encounter, as well as! 
may, and to raife myſelf above the fear | 
and dread, which is like to attend it; 
that I may meet it with the becoming 
Courage of a Man, and the particular 
Confidence of a Chriſtian, or at leaſt 
yield up myſelf to it with ſome in ward 
Conſolation. 

That I may do this effectually, I find 
it neceſſary to conſider what it is, that 
ſets it off in that formidable Manner, 
and arms it with that Terror: for if I 
can but place myſelf by true reaſoning, 
beyond the dread which uſually attends | 
it, 1 may perhaps make a bold ſtand 
againſt, or engage with it with ſome 
ſucceſs. 

If I judge right, there are theſe three 

Particulars which arm it with Terror. 
It threatens to remove me from all 
that is deſirable, or pleaſurable here. 

To diſſolve my Body into Rottenneſs 
and Duſt, or reduce me to my firſt 
Principles. | 

To tranſplant me into an unknown 


Region, to unknown Circumſta nces. 
Could 


67 ) 

Could I therefore but learn to deſpiſe 
this Life, and the Enjoyments of it, to 
yield up my Body to be new moulded, 
and qualify myſelf beforehand for that 
unknown State; I might caſily con- 
quer all the dread it brings, and encoun- 
ter it with fome Aſſurance. I ſhall 
therefore try how may ſatisfy myſelf 
fully in theſe Points, and ſet II in 
onder for my removal. 

Tho Death threatens to ſtrip me of 
all that is deſirable, and to turn me as 


naked out, as I came into the World; 


it may be I may ſatisfy myſelf, that this 
Life, of which I am ſo fond, is not ſo 
: deſirable as it ſeems to be at preſent, 
and by degrees may perſuade myſelf to 
deſpiſe it. | 
When 1 conſider it in itſelf, and in 
its Appendages, I may ſpy out Cauſe 
enough to think but meanly of it; 
for we uſually ſay, That Life is ſweet, 
and that it is a pleaſant thing to behold 
the Sun: yet conſi der'd as it is in itſelf, 
it is but an inconfiderable Enjoyment ; 
at beſt but a Vapour, which appeareth for 
a little wales and then vaniſheth away, 
1 It 
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This kept up and maintain'd by the ſan · 


ning of a little Air from and to the 
Lungs, is endanger d by every ſtoppage 


in its principal Veſſels, ſoon under- 
min'd by any Diſeaſe, and fo encumbet'd 


ſometimes with a Conftuence of bad 


Humours, that it is a difficult Task to 


fupport it, or to- ſecure it. 
Bur were it more fixed in Health 


than it is, and had it no-neceflary de- 


pendance upon an abundance of Cir- 
cumſtances, to preſerve its Being; the 
time of its Duration is-ſo ſhort, it 
may amaze him, who over: values it: 
Seventy Vears take in its uſual Length; 


but if it ſhould hold out to Eighty, it 


is then ſo pent up with Labour and 


Sorrow, ſtraiten'd for want of Strength 


and Brcath, attended with Pain and 


Grief, and ſo worn and tired out with 


the repeated Aches and Affliction of a 
drooping and decay'd Body, tbat it 
ſcarcely deſerves, or carries rae Wange 
| or Life. 

have cauſe therefore to entertain 
meaner thoughts of it for the future, 


ſpecially if OP Soul ſhould be ob- 


{cured 
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= 
{cured by the dark neighbourhood of a 
decrepid Body, and my Memoty ſhould 
fail, my Underſtanding ſhould grow 
1 cak, and my Paſſions ſtrong, and I 
hould become Childiſh in Thought, 
ord, and Deed ; or ſhould in a man- 
ner outlive myſelf, and become quite 
different from what I am at preſent. 
At its beſt, when ſpent in conſtant 
4 Jcalth, attended with Plenty, and the 
\ fluence of all Particulars, that can 
4 be thought of to make it happy; it is 
put a ſhort and tranſient Appearance, 
a Joon made and gone, and will certainly 
Fibppoine me when I truſt moſt to it : 
I had better therefore learn to deſpiſe 
4 Ir, than to loſe it at laſt, and when moſt 
Fond of it, to be forced fromit, whe- 
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ther will or no, or to be hurried away 


2 


; in a diſcontent, that I could poſſeſs it 
mo longer. 

The Appendages of it will juſtify the 
ſame Averſion to it, being as uncer- 
ain as itſelf, and as unable to anſwer 
the Confidence, I may be apt, with 
ſome others, to place upon them: 

iches, Pleaſure, and Honour, are not 
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fo deſirable, as the greateſt part-of Men I 
imagine them to be, 2 

For how valuable ſoever Plenty may 
be thought to be, I obſerve it is tran- 
ſitory, The! oftentimes changing ſides, | 
and not capable of anſwering what we 
expect from it: If I have more than 
enough to-day, I am not ſure, that I 1 
ſhall enjoy it to-morrow, and have no | 


Aſſurance, that I ſhall enjoy it to the 


day of my Death. Riches have Wings, 
and flee away; he that bleſſes himſclf. 7 
in his comfortable Aifluence and Abun- 
dance, may ſoon be reduced to that? 
pafs, as to want Conveniencies; the 
ſharpeſt Wit cannot prevent ſome de- 
ſtroying Accidents, nor can the craf- 
tieſt Head maintain his Ground againſt 
ſome under mining, powerful Circum- 
ſtances. What Cauſe can I have to 
value that which is ſo changing, and ſo 
ſlippery, that when I think 1 have got 
the faſteſt hold, glides out of my hands, 
and foon diſappears ? 

I have nothing, in a ſober ſenſe, as 
mine, but what I uſc ; and what I uſe, 


ſoon cenſumes,.and dcmands Supplies: 
it 


| (48; ) 
if I can get enough to ſatisfy the Cra- 
F vings of natural Appetites, I have as 
much as Plenty can afford, and the 
true uſe of Riches ; and if I live from 
Hand to Mouth, I enjoy myſelf as if J 
6 3 poſſeſs d a vaſt Eſtate, and could com- 
e mand my Diverſions. | | 
nis deſirable, whilſt here, to be fed 
1 Z with Food convenient for me; if I can 
o have that, IJ have as much for my con- 
e tent, as if I had all the World; what 
s, is more, is rather a Burden than a Con- 

venience, and does me no manner of 

good; for J muſt leave all behind me, 
that I cannot uſe, and perhaps (as God 
may diſpoſe of my Children) to ſome 
that will not thank me for it. 
When I weigh ſuch Thoughts as 
X theſe, I am convinc'd, that Riches 
27 ſhould not in the leaſt tempt. me to 


2 admire this State ſo much, as to be 
looth to leave it; for there can be no 
räeaſon to covet to linger, and ſtay here 
ga while longer, for the ſake of that, 
b which is of no value, but for uſe, and 
| 1 I may loſe before I die, or muſt 

at laſt be left behind to ſome other. 


I 


8 — 
r, — — _ 3 5 — x 
. . * * 7 OP * - . 
, 1 


— _ 
_ — ? —— — _ 
* 
— 


Th 12) 
I may ſoon entertain the ſame Opi- 
nion of the next Appendage call'd 
Pleaſure, which is cry'd up ſo much by 
the weakeſt part of Mankind, as if 
Life itſelf was wholly deſign'd for it. 
When I conſider calmly what it is, 
which they call by that Name, I either 
think that ſuch are beſides themſelves, 
or that I cannot find that reliſh in it, 
which they ſo much cry up and com- 

mend. 

For if it is ſenſual (and that has al- 
molt engroſs'd the Name of Pleaſure 
to itſelf ) I rather count it the Diſgrace 
of a rational Life than its Commen- 
dation : What Man that has the true 
taſte of Reaſon, would prefer the Life 
of a Beaſt before his own, or haſten to 
degrade himſelf below them? Can it 
be diſcreet to purſue thoſe Entertain- 
ments, which arc only grateful to the 
Fleſh, and which may as ſoon force it 


to rot, whilſt part of it is alive, as any 


Gangrene whatſoever ? Is it a pleaſure 
to enjoy that for a while, which ſoon 
corrupts the Vigour of thc Body, makes 


the young Man old, and if it does not 
hurry 
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E i him to his End, treaſures up 
1 q Rottenneſs in his Bones, for old Age 
F to groan under? Or can that become 
J Man, which expoſes him as irrational 
| to the | higheſt degree, repreſents him 
as more brutiſh than the Beaſts of the 
Field, and as unnatural in gratifying 

his Luſts, as his Fancies are extrava- 
| gant? Would it be worth my while 


to ſtay here for no other End, but to 
= emaſculate my Body by Uncleanneſs, 
to loſe my Reaſon in the Fumes of an 
Exceſs, or to nauſeate my natural Ap- 
petites by Luxury? | 
-F If there be any Pleaſure i in this Life; 
1 it is doubtleſs in that Moderation „ 
s conſiſtent with the unalterable Laws 
of Reaſon; and yet that may be ſo 
Z troubleſome, that I cannot covet Life 
merely for the ſake of it, or deſire to 
ſtay here, merely to eat and drink, and 
7 pleaſe myſelf: Methinks, when I am 
moſt gratify'd, I would have ſomewhat 
3 elſe of a quite different nature, which 
may laſt as long as my Deſires, and prove 
* as eternal as my Wiſhes. But ſince ne 
ſuch Enjoyment can be had in this tran- 
ſitory State, 1 will prepare to be gone ; 
for if I ama good Man, let Death re- 
move 
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move me to any unknown Region, it 
cannot be much worſe than this, which 
is already an Emblem of Hell; in 
which ſome Men act like Devils in the 
Fleſh, and revel ata Bowl of inflaming 
Liquor, as with Fire and Brimſtone. 

As for Honour, the third Appendage, 
which the ſublimeſt Wits purſue too 
often with the hazard of-Life, it ſeems 
to be one of the meereſt Deluſions, 
which can infatuate a wiſe Man; for 
tho' in this ſtate, Government is ne- 
ceflary, and a due Subordination from 
the Throne to the meaneſt Subject 
promotes the common Safety and 
Peace ; yet the Pride of being upper- 
moſt, or in a higher Seat than others, 
is ſuch an intoxicating Thought, that 
if Men were not giddy, or beſides them- 
ſelves, they could not entertain it. 

Am I the better in my Morals for 
being raiſed, or is my Reaſon brigh- 


tend thereby? Does my Fleſh ceaſe to 


be mortal, when clothed with Scarler, 


or is my Name in itſelf the more va- 


luable, when emblazon'd with nume- 
rous Titles? Can the Breath of others 


exalt me beyond myſelf? Will the 


TEES ſpeak as highly of me afterward 
28 


3 


n 
as at preſent; or when lam dead, will 
my Fame add to my Happineſs, or di- 
miniſh my Torments? If I am virtuous, 


and ſome brave and gallant Action pro- 


cure my Advancement, I have my Re- 


ward from the Community, which 


reaps the Benefit: But if I am vicious, I 
ſtain the Honour that is put upon me, 
load my Memory with filthy Scenes, 


and degrade even Fame itſelf, 


Take Honour in its beſt, and moſt 
deſirable Appearance, it is no other 
than the Reward of Vertue attended 
with Detraction; but take it as the 
height of an aſpiring Spirit, and 'tis 
uſually procur'd by ſordid Flattery, 
fulſome Compliance, or ungrateful 
Treachery; I ſhould chuſe to deſpiſe 
ſuch an imaginary Worth, purchaſed 


with the lofs of a good Conſcience, 


and cannot reſign up my Reaſon to the 
diſpoſal of another to enjoy his good 
Opinion, and wait for the lucky Mi- 
nute of Promotion: Nor can I judge it 
worth my while, tojuſtle amongſt Skulls 
to be uppermoſi,or amongſt Carcaſles to 
lie moſt in view; it by doing my Duty, 


I can ſecure a good Name, I will endea- 
vour to obtain it; but if Imuſt fawn, 
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Aatter, diſſemble, lye, and what not, to 
be great, I ſhall prefer an humble Ob- 


ſcurity before the higheſt Station, and 


chuſe a lower Place to ſecure myſelf. 

If I have any natural Ambition in me, 
it is to live always; and perhaps it is ſome 
ſuch thought which inſpires the Ambi- 
tious, who think to be eternal in the 
' Rolls of Fame : But they miſtake the 
Scene, for in this place, Man that is in 


- Honour, is like the Beaſts which periſh; 


but elſewhere, the new Name and 


Title is to laſt for ever, and the Co- 
ronet of Righteouſneſs never fades. 


I ſhall not therefore deſire Life, that I 
may be Great and Honourable here, 
but prepare how I may be giorious for 
ever, and receive my Commendation 
from the King of Glory. | 

_ Theſe Appendages of Life ſhall nor 


detain me here, or ſet forth Death unto 
me as exceeding terrible, for I can fare 
well enough without them; and the 
more | improve in virtue, I can fancy at 


leaſt myſelf already above them; for 1 
aimat, and am for the trucſt Riches, the 


moſt rational Pleaſures, and the moſt 


ſablime Honour of an everlaſting State: 
"SF covet in reality that which is more 
| durable 
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durable than any earthly Enjoyment, 
which may laſt as lang as my Being; 
which, according to ſome Hints given 
me by Nature, is to laſt for ever. 
And ſince this is my ſincere Aim, and 


nothing will pleaſe me that is corrup- 
tible and dying; what Reaſon can I 
have to take up with thoſe Enjoyments, 
that are fading in their own Nature, or 
when purſued with the greateſt Eager- 


neſs, directly turn to a diſappointment ? 


I had better follow my own Inclinations, 
and fix upon that which is more ſolid 
and laſting, which may anſwer the lar- 
geit Deſires, and entertain the moſt vi- 
gorous Sallies of my Soul, which may 
conduct me to a Life not encumber d 
like this, and to Entertainments more 
ſatisfactory. Could I once take a ſteady 
view of ſuch a change, it could not be 
ſo difficult as now I find it, to deſpiſe 
this tranſient Scene, and all the taking 
Ornaments of it, and haſten beyond Mor- 
tality, where I may be myſelf for ever. 
Hut this is not to be done without 
parting with the Body, in which at 


preſent I lodge, which I value ſo much, 


and cheriſh with all Tenderneſs and 
Love; it cannot be tranſplanted with 
3 


= 


„ 
me as it is, into that unknown Region, 
whither I am haſtening: But being for- 
merly poiſon d by Sin, and conſign'd 
over to Death, muſt in a little time cor- 
rupt and turn to Duſt; and this Alte- 
ration (if any thing) repreſents Death 
as arm'd with particular Terrors; for 
tho perhaps I could ſubmit to be uneaſy 
in this miſerable State in hopes of a bet- 
ter, I cannot but think it hard to part 
with this fleſhly Habitation, in which J 
d well, ſo well furniſhed with Limbs and 
Strength, and all proper Conveniencies 
for my Eaſe and Repoſe, in which I have 
reſided for many Years,and after all have 
no cauſe to find fault with the Building. 
I will therefore endeavour to con- 
quer this Averſion, that ſince I muſt 
leave the Houſe, I may rather chuſe to 
depart willingly, than be driven from 
it ; ſince this neceſlity is laid upon me, 
it will be more manly to ſubmit with a 
generous Reſolution, than to make pi- 
teous Complaints, to ſlubber over my 
Unhappineſs, and leave it at laſt with 
great regret and murmuring. 
Io ſatisfy myſelf fully in this Point, 
o 
F The 


190 
The Inconveniencies of my Habita- 
tion, which JI am at preſent ſo fond of. 
The tranſient and decaying Nature, 
or Conſtitution of it. 


The Change it muſt in a little time 


undergo. 

The Materials it may afford for a 
better Building, not made with Hands, 
eternal in the Heavens. 

When I have ſteadily examin'd and 
weigh'd theſe Particulars, it may be 1 
may be very willing to ſtep aſide, and 
wait till the Corruption of it is over, 
and till I may receive it again, renew'd, 
transform'd, and exactly fitted for my 
cternal Reſidence. ; 

Tho'l love my Body very well, and 
have no great reaſon to complain of 
the Figure it makes upon Earth; yet 
ſince I muſt leave it, I will try not to 
love it with Fondneſs, and will count 
up ſome-of the Inconveniencics that 
attend it, that I may gradually lay aſide 
all that indulging Affection I have for 
it, and grow weary of reſiding in it. 

I find from my Childhood it has been 
forward to teaze me with the Cravings 
of Hunger and Thirſt, to weary me 
with Aches and Pains, and upon every 
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620) 
violent Motion to threaten to diſlodge 
me; ſometimes it has been ready to 
ſtifle me with Heat, toinflame me with 
a Fever, to ſhake me with an Ague; 
and at other times, if what I procure to 
fatisfy its greedy Appetites proves not 
fo grateful as was expected, or if I take 
too much of that which was delicious 
to the Taſte, it naufeates what I offer, 
refuſes to digeſt it in due time, and 
cither parts with it too foon, or detains 
it too long, and caſts me into dangerous 
Sickneſs : If I keep a moderate hand 
over it, affording a proper Meaſure of 
Meat and Drink, it is not contented and 
caſy, but complains of my harſh Uſage ; 
if upon this I regale myſelf, and fur- 
niſh my Apartments with the niceſt 
Food, and chearing Wines, I grow 
drowſy and ſleepy at leaſt, and loſe the 
Exerciſe of my thinking Power for a 
time, which is really the ſweeteſt En- 
tertainment of my Life. | 
When 1 am as cautious as the Pre- 

ſervation of Lite can make me, I nou- 
riſh up inſenſibly an abundance of Di- 
ſtempers, and turn my Habitation into 
an Hoſpital; my Lungs will not move 
MA freedom, my Blood runs low, and 
threatens 


(a2) 


threatens to ſtagnate, my Limbs move 
heavily, my lymphatick Veſſels ſwell, 
and my Houſe is flooded with its ws 
Humours, the animal Spirits flag, o 
croud in Heaps, and the Hands 8 
the Feet tremble, and the Habitation in 
a little time muſt perhaps be ſhored up 
with Stilts, and I ſhall bow down, and 
ſtoop, as if I was looking for my 
Lodging in the Earth. 
| Theſe are the known and common 
Inconveniencies of the Body, and may 
rempt me to entertain a mean Opinion 
of it; for | cannot approve of Diſeaſes, 
or be reconciłd to Pain; nor can I re- 
ſign myſelf freely to drivel and Rheums: 
and tno' I never yet livd in another 
Body, that I know of, I cannot but 
think that a better than this, was, Or 
is ſomewhere deſigned for me. 

I ſhould think that from the Begin- 
ning this was not ſo tranſient and de- 


caying, ſo cumberſome and trouble- 


ſome, as I find it; in the Conſtitution 
of it, I experience it to be compoſed of 
Earth, and corruptible Materials, and 
cannot alter ir by all my Care and- In- 
duſtry; it grew from a little Bubble, or 


moving Spirit in it, to the Proportion 
of 
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of an Infant, and after its Birth, was 
gradually built up to the Proportion of 
a Man; and as it was form'd of periſh- 
ing Materials, it is kept up in Vigour 
by proper Nutriment, and upon every 
failure of Suſtenance, it is ready to fall 
back again into the Earth. 

It is the nature of Compounds to ſe- 
parate, when once the Union that kept 
them together is broken, and to divide 
from one another according to their 
eſſential Differences and Parcels; and 


ſince my Body is but an Heap of Earth 


and Water, curiouſly form'd and ani- 
mated with vital Heat, I can in reaſon 
expect no other than Corruption from 
it; for as are the Materials, witeh 
made up every Part, ſo are the Parts 
themſelves, they cannot change or ra- 
refy without a greater Cauſe, into a 
more laſting Habitation. 

Since then the Contexture of my 
Body is of this nature, I muſt forget 
myſelf mightily, when I promiſe my- 
{elf a longer Abode than ordinary in 
it; I may diſcretely manage it, and eke 
out the Duration of it with good Uſage. 
I may repair it often to keep it tenant- 
_ and as it droops and decays, may 

ſtrive 
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ſtrive to patch it up with the help of 
Skilful Workmen, and may ſupport it 
without and within, with all the Fore- 


Z ſight and Kindneſs, which Self. love may 


ſuggeſt ; yet when I have done all I 
can, Ifind it will decay, and gradually 
fink into the Earth, or force me to 
leave it: I muſt not dote ſo much upon 
it, as to build my hopes upon any long 
continuance here; ſhould I be ſo in- 
clin d, I ſhould be more to blame than 


common Cottagers, who will leave the 
23 Houſe when it is falling, and ſeek out 
for a more proper Dwelling ; and this 


I muſt be willing to do, unleſs I would 


have it ſink down, and cruſh me with 


Corruption. 
Such a Change it muſt ſhortly un- 


dergo, there is no help for it, all the 


Drugs in both the Indies cannot prevent 
or withſtand this Alteration; the Power 


that form'd it, has made this the Con- 


ſequence of his own Work, when de- 


filed with Sin, and J find, and ſhall find 
it will tend towards it. 


Let me labour 


with all my Might for Self. preſervation, 
I am ſo liable to decay, that I admire I 
have been preſerved to theſe Vears, and 
have not been driven away, either by 
b | {ome 
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ſome in ward Cauſe, or by ſome exter- 
nal Accident, long before this. At 
preſent my Stay is ſo uncertain, that 
I muſt be put beſides myſelf, ſhould I 
pretend to live much longer. I am ſo 
incumber'd with Fleſh and Blood, ſo 
beſet with Diſeaſes, and ſurpriz'd with 
ſudden Shocks of Nature, that I am 
almoſt aſtoniſh'd that I live, and num- 
ber my Years as a Tale that is told. 

I may not promiſe myſelf a continu'd 
State of Health, or expect to be freed 
from the fear of a Removal, unleſs I 
conquer it by true Reaſoning 3 for my 
Body is like the Houſe I dwell in, 
batter'd with Rain and Hail, with Storm 
and Tempeſt, and will fail by degrees, 
and is not worthy of the Care and Ex- 
pence J am daily at for its preſerva- 
tion : I acknowledge therefore freely, 
that ] want an Habitation, that is more 
firm and durable, convenient and ſuit- 
able for my thinking Spirit. 

It may be, this preſent Fleſh is ap- 
pointed to corrupt, in order to come 
forth a more agreeable Habitation for 
me, and may afford proper Materials 
for a better Building; I read that this 


Mortal ſhall put on Immortality, this 
| Cor- 
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"HK Corruptible Incorruption ; and if this 
'Z ſhould be the deſign of him that fa- 
> ſhion'd me in the Womb, I have the 
grcater Reaſon to yield it up, when de- 
manded, that it may be form'd and fa- 
>} Aſhion'd like unto my Saviour's Body, 
according to the mighty working of his 
Power, whereby he is able to ſubdue all 
things to himſelf. 

This Fleſh has nothing in it incon- 
ſiſtent with ſuch a Change; for I ob- 
ſerve how Earth and Watcr with Fire, 

* may be raiſed into very fine and active 
> Spirits, and may be thrown into various 
Contextures and Compoſitions ; and as 
muy Body is in the hands of my great Lord, 
he may as well new. form it, as he fa- 
ſhion'd it at firſt, and freeing it from all 
the Inconvenicncies it is now ſubject 
unto, may reſtore it more ſpiritual, re- 
ſplendent and active; as Matter at firſt. 
obcy'd his commanding Power, and con- 
ſtituted my Body as it is, it may when. 
corrupted in the Duſt, obey again his 
powerful Word, readily yield to his fe- 
ſhioning Wiſdom; and come forth more 
durableand lightſomethanitisatpreſenr. 
| | I ſee no cauſe to doubt of this Alte- 
= ration, when I daily obſerve how Earth 
C is 
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is variouſly dreſsd up, and by ſucceſſive 
Motions rais'd from one degree of Life 
to another, till ir becomes different in 
Diſguiſe and Action: I have ſeen a very 
ſmall Egg turn into a creeping Inſect, 

and then into a Fly; if things ſo much 
below me, can paſs thro ſuch various 
Changes, and improve themſelves in the 
Alteration, why may not my Body, when 
turn d to Duſt, put on a better Appea- 
rance, upon the Summons of my Lord, 
and quite different from what it is at 
preſent ; for may not he who turns the 
Inſe& into a Fly (if he pleaſes) change 
my Body into an Angelick Vehicle, 
prepar'd to mount the Heavens, and to 
be for ever with the Lord, 

According to the uſual Methods of the 
Creation, this Alteration ſeems to be 
next in courſe ; what is ſown, firſt fer- 
ments, rarefies, and corrupts ſo much, till 
all the parts are diſfolv'd, and run into a 
thin and digeſted Subſtance, fit to feed 
that little Speck which below takes Root, 
and raiſes a Spire above, upon which it 
draws Nouriſhment, till its Fibres are 
ſtrong enough to ſuck it from the Earth, 

When Iam thus ſown in Corruption, 
and all my Body is turn'd to Duſt, it may 
be 
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be it is thus to be prepar'd for that happy 
Change, which by the great Creator's 
Pleaſure is appointed to ſucceed : Why 
may not the Earth conceal my Body's 
Remains, as the Glaſs hermetically 
ſcal'd, the eſſential parts of Plants ; and 
the commanding Word call it forth, as 
a little Heat awaken thoſe confus'd parts, 
and unite them in their proper Situation: 

There is no impoſlibility then, that 
the ſame, or part of the ſame Materials, 
which at preſent compoſe my Body, 
ſhould be renew'd by a divine Power, 
and fitted up for my uſe ; and I can have 
no ſuch Reaſon to dread my Diſſolution, 
or to tremble at the Appearance of 
Death; for I ſhall not be left deſtitute 
of an carton. to reſide in, or wholly 
uncloth'd : Iſhall have my own rational 
Vehicle, whatever it is, during my Se- 
paration from my Body,and ſhall receive 
that again, prepar'd for my eternal Re- 
ſidence, when Mortality ſhall be {wal- 
low'd up of Life. 
As ſoon as lam diſlodg'd, and turn d 
into that other Region, I ſhall have as 
much a perſonal Being, and Exiſtence, 
as I have now. I find at preſent, 

That I am not all Bode. 

CES That 
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That my thinking part cannot be com. 
pos d of different parts, as my Body is. 

That I may as well live out of the 
Body, and enjoy my Self-conſciouſneſs, 
as in the Body. 

T hat others, who were once embo- 
died, as Jam, were as much alive after 
Death, as when in the Body. 

That nothing could daunt me more 
than an Annihilation. a 

I find Jam not all Body at ed 
but that I am ſomething, tho' united 
cloſcly and confin'd to it, that is quite 

different from it; if Iloſe an Arm or 
a Leg, I am ſtill the ſame rational Spirit TFT 
I was before, and for the ſame Reaſon Y 
ſhall continue to be the ſame I was, tho” 
11loſe my Head and Heart: for tho my 
animal Part, which depends upon the 
Blood, could not then ſubſiſt, the chief F 
Veſſels of this Life being broken; yet 
my rational Part may be then as quick 
and apprehenſive as ever, having no de- 
pendanceupon thoſe Streams of Blocd, 
which while I am here, are too apt to 
overcaſt my Head with Darkneſs ; but 
' wholly left to converſe with itſelf, may 
enjoy what is truly rational, flowing 
from its own Fountain, unmix'd, ſincere, 
and 
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and bright, without any Impediment 
Or Interruption. 
My Reaſon is not the leſs, if I mils 
the Su of Blood of both the Arms 
and Legs, nor can it be diminiſh'd were 
the remaining Bulk divided; it is of a 
nature quite different from the Fumes 
of Blood, or the moſt exalted Spirits, 
that can be drawn from Matter: Were 
it not exalted beyond the ſame, I muſt 
ſuppoſe Body to be no Body, Matter to 
be no Matter, Thought muſt be com- 
pos d of different Parts, and the Com- 
poſition of animal Spirits muſt have a 
le f. conſcious moving Principle in it, 
which can reflect upon 1 itſelf, divide Ideas 
of Truth (tho' that is in itſelf imma- 
terial) call for other Thoughts, or Com- 
poſitions of animal Spirits, chuſe, reject, 
or determine, as it judges moſt proper 
and rational; theſe are Acts as different 
from the Powers of Body, as Truth and 
Rcalon are diſtant from it, and be no 
more done by the Fumes of Blood, than 
chymical Spirits philoſophize in their 
Vials. 

Whilit I conſult my rational Powers, 
1 ice no caule, why I may not live out 
of the Body, as I now live in it; for. 
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Fir is Confinement or Union that keeps 
me in it, and my Reaſon in its eſſential 
Conſtitution has no dependance upon 
it, I may as well be myſelf, when my 
Body is made unfit for my perſonal Re- 
ſidence, when it is carried to the Grave 
to corrupt with decency, as I am at this 
reſent. 

1 often find that Contemplation and 
fix d Steadineſs of Thought raiſes me 
above my Body, and carries me thro' 
thoſe particular Speculations, till Thave 
Ioſt the Memory of the place I was in, 
and knew not wherel was: if Intenſc- 
nels of Thought can thus tranſport me 
beyond my Habitation, and entertain 
me with delightful Scenes, as if I was al- 
ready cut of the Body,what can hinder 
me, when ſet looſe from it, from moun- 
ting above the Miſts of Matter, and con- 
verſing with the cleareſt Truths in eter- 
nal Light? If I can thus raiſe myſelf, 
when united and chain d down to it, how 
ſhall I think when ſet at perfect Libcrty, 
and remov'd wholly from it? 

I am the more inclin'd to think; that 
thus it will be with me, being ſatisty'd, 
that others as much once embody d, as I 


am at preſent, Were KNOWN to be as much 
. = al“ 
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alive after they were dead as before: not 
to niche the undoubted relations of 
Heathens as well as Chriſtians, and the 
concurrence of the molt polite part of 
the World, in confirmation of this Fact; 
nor to inſiſt upon the Appearance of 
Samuel, which is under controverſy ; J 
ſhall ſatisfy myſelf with the Apparition 
of Moſes upon the transfiguration of our 
Lord, and of thoſe that upon his Reſur- 
rection came out of their Graves, and ap- 
pear d unto many in Zeruſalen ; for if 
ſuch had liv'd for many hundred Years, 
without a Body of Fleſh and Blood, may 
not I, when freed from this earthen part, 
live in the State of Separation too, and 
enjoy my ſelf as they? As I am a Man of 
the ſame Compoſition of Soul and Body 
with them, I have reaſon to believe, that 
my Spirit is as capable of ſubſiſting by 
lelf as theirs; for in the nature of it 
there is no difference, and if they could 
live without a Body, why not]! 
Had l not ſuch undoubted Inſtances to 
encourage me in this belief, the Behavi- 
our of the Spirit, when leaving the Body, 
might induce me to think, that there is 
great Truth in it; how often are dying 
* rational to the laſt Gaſp, and 

| con- 
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conſiſtent in their Diſcourſe, when the 
greateſt part of their Bodies has been 
uſeleſs, when the Fumes of their Blood 
have fail'd and. cyaporated, and their 
loweſt parts have been already paſt the 
uſe of Feeling?When there has been but 
a very little Maſs of Blood, which has 
juſt mov'd the Heart, and could ſcarce af- 
ford Spirit enough to move the Tongue, 
they have ſpake as diſcreetly as if per- 
fectly well, and have mix'd ſo much force 
of Reaſon, as if they outdid themſelves, 
or knew more than they did before. If 
therefore the nearneſs of Death could 
not impair their thoughtful Part,if when 
their Voice grew hollow, and retir'd in- 
wards, they were elevated in Mind, I 
have canſc to think, that the Soul is 
quite different from the Body, andin 
itſelf beyond the reach of Death, 

However, if all theſe Arguments 
ſhould not be ſo concluſive as I conceive 
they «re, nothing could daunt me more 
than an Annihilation; it is ſo contrary 
to my natural Inclinations to live, ſo in- 
conſiſtent with the natural Notions that 
I have or Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, and 
deſtructive ro the ExpcQations, which a 
good Conſcience raiſes up, that I pro- 
| tels, 
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feſs, I had better never have been, than 
to have that diſmal Proſpect before me. 

This alone would be ſufficient to ſet 
forth Death as more terrible than it is, 
and may amaze thoſe that love Life, and 
deſire to ſee good days; and tho ſome 
profane Wits are apt to court their own 
Inſenſibility, I muft acknowledge that 
I have ſomewhat in me, that is apt to 
ſtart at the thought, and to reject it with 
the utmoſt abhorrence; which makes me 
think, that it is his Will that made me, 
that I ſhould live after Death, for other- 
wiſe he would not have fix'd the deſire 
of Self-. preſervation ſo deeply upon me: 
And if it is his Will, were my Spirit 
leſs diſpos'd in its eſſential Conſtitution, 
to ſubſiſt after Death, or more capable 
than it is, to remain in Being, it ſhall 
as certainly continue to be, as it is now 
in Being ; for it is his Will that makes 
every thing live,and that continues them 
in Being, and lengthens their Duration, 
according to his own Plcaſure. 

If thereſore Matter by his Appoint- 
ment could think, and the Soul left to 
itſelf, upon the diffolution of the Body, 
muſt diſappear, and vaniſh into Air, it 

muſt nevertheleſs continue to be as long 
b as 
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as he pleaſes; and ſince he has fully 
and clear:y declar'd his Pleaſurc, that it 
ſhall remain, and has promiſed the Im- 
mortality of it, it will be as impoſſible 
for Man to annihilate It, as It Was at 
firſt for Man to create it. | 

Every thing lives as he appoints, and 
as he has confin'd our Spirits to the Body 
for a time, they remain there for that 
time ; and as he has declar'd they ſhall 
live, when out of the Body for ever,they 
ſhall as certainly live out of the Body, 
as they doin it: Nothing can withſtand 
his creating Power, or deſtroy what he 
would have preſerv'd. 

I muſt then after all take it for: a moſt. 
certain Truth, that when my Body re- 
turas to the Duſt, I ſhall be the ſame 
thinking Spirit I am at preſent, and ſhall 
carry all the eſſential Powers of a Spirit, 
as Thought, Memory, Self-refleCtion, 
and need not look upon Death as ſuch 
an intolerable Enemy ; for it can but dc- 
ſtroy the Body, and when it has driven 
the Soul out or it, cannot offer any fur- 
ther Violence to it, or injure it any more. 

When my Body corrupts, I ſhall be 
removd to an unknown Region and 
unknown Circumſtances, I muſt pre- 
pare 
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pare myſelf therefore for that Altera- 


tion of Life; and that I may proceed 
rationally in my Enquiry, I will ſhew, 
What Nature, left to itſelf, may dic- 
tate or ſuggeſt concerning it; and then, 
What Revelation has diſtinctly dif- 
cover'd concerning it. 
Nature in this caſe ſcems to be left 
wholly in the dark, and is like to prove 
2 very indifferent Guide; for it lies at 
preſent out of her Dominions and 
Reach, and beyond her Ken and Know- 
ledge. However, if I conſider 
| How 1 came hither, I have no great 
1 cauſe to ſuſpect any Danger in my re- 
moval. Or, 
If I recolle& how I am dealt with, 
c and uſed at preſent before I remove, I 
can have no great reaſon to tremble at 
>» Þ the Approach of Death. | | 
In theſe caſes, mere Nature directed 
by Reaſon, may encourage me to ſub- 
mit to that which is appointed to fol- 
1 low my diſſolution, or hope in Dcath. 
= | When ! firſt appeared in the World, 
I knew not what I was, or from whence 
I came ; I was in no reſpect acceſſary to 
my own Being, or able to ſecure it, aud 


yet I find ſince, that I was then * 
So OE tle 
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the diſpoſal of Goodneſs and Wiſdom 
itſelf, which was pleaſed to form and 
faſhion me in a wonderful manner, to 
join all my Parts together in their pro- 
per Places, to ſecure me before my 
Birth from harm, to provide for me 
after it, and ever ſince to protect and 
bleſs me beyond my Deſerts, following 
me with Affection and Tenderneſs to 
this moment. 5 

Since therefore my great Creator has 
been ſo indulgent to me, before I had 
any Knowledge of him, and has been 
ſo gracious ever ſince I was capable of 
uſing my Reaſon ; what cauſe can 1 
have to ſuſpect his Intentions towards 
me upon my laſt removal, or what 
Temptation to doubt of his Favour 
when I go hence, and {hall be no more 
ſeen upon Earth? Will not he that made 
me, ſtill preſerve me, and tranſplant me 
as ſafely into another Region, as he 
ſecur'd me in the Womb, and brought 
me into this? Has he been from my 
Youth up my Stay and Support, and 
will he in that Extremity forſake me? 
Did he provide an affectionate Father 
and Mother, to welcome and cntertain 


me, when I came hither, and will he 
neg- 
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neglect me, when I am to be born into 
another State, and fixed in another Re- 
gion? Has he been upon all Occaſions 
my Protector and Deliverer; and will 
he then fail and diſappoint me? Has he 
been ſo indulgent as to ſurround me 
with Plenty, and all neceſſary Supports 
for human Life, and will he leave me 
to ſhift and ſtruggle at my laſt Gaſp? 
What Man would forſake his Friend in 
his greateſt Diſtreſs, and will he forſake 
me when 1 have moſt need of him? 
What Husbandman that tills his Ground 
with care, and ſows it in its proper Sea- 
ſon, will leave his Increaſe at time. of 
Harveſt, and never gather it into Barn 
and has my great Creator made me to 
ſerve him, protected me with his Pro, 
vidence, cultivated me with his Grace, 
and when my Harveſtis ready, and Lam 
ripe for it, will he leave me to be der 
ſtroy'd for ever? 

Was all his Care over me for no bet: 
ter purpoſe, than to conſign me over 
unto Death, to be annihilated and redu- 
ced to nothing ? Will this in earneſt be 
the end of his Protection and Love? 
this the end of all his affectionate Ma- 
nagement of me? Was my Reaſon gi- 

D ven 
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ven me for this? My Will and Affection 
imparted for no other end but to look 
about for a few. Years, to cat, drink, and 
ſleep, and then be nothing again? What- 
ever Power made me, was wiſe and 
good, and could not be ſo improvi- 
dent; whatever Power preſerves me; 
cannot be ſo defective. 

My own Reaſon tells me there muſt 

be another World after this, in which I 
ſhall be dealt with according to my 
Actions; in this my Conſcience con- 
curs, and aflures me it will be ſo ; and 
it appears to be moſt conſiſtent with all 
the Laws and Effects of Providence, 
that it ſhould ſo happen, that as Men 
differ here in their Morals, they may be 
dealt with according to their Works. 

This is not only my natural Senſe, and 

What l think to be moſt worthy of God, 
but what the Heathens themſelves, who 
were left to the Conduct of Nature, be- 
liev d, and the moſt polite and improv d 

amongſt them maintain d; this the moſt 

ſavage amongęſt them to this day acknow- 
ledge in their obſcure way; and this is 
what every Man, left to his calm and un- 
biaſs d Thoughts, muſt confeſs, to the 
Slory of the great Creator. 
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This then I muſt comfort my ſelf with, 
that as God brought me into this World 
without my knowledge, and for many 
Years has diſciplin'd me by his Provi- 
dence, and train'd me up in Virtue: by 


his Grace for ſomething. better than 


what this preſent State affords, ſo he 


vill convey me ſafely through Death to 


partake of it, and fix me in the Poſſeſſion 
of what he firſt intended for me. 

He would not employ ſo much Power 
in creating and protecting of me, and fo 
much Affection and Tenderneſs in tea- 


ching me the way to Life, for no other 
deſign but to let me know, that I am in 


a confus d miſerable World, and then 


ſhall be no more: His Intention muſt be 


more worthy of himſelf, and more be- 
neficial to me; and as he is the Foun- 
tain of Reaſon, he would thus teach me, 


who am a rational Creature, to live ra- 


tionally, and to get ready.for more ra- 
tional Exerciſe ; that as my Reaſon is 
of an eternal Duration, I may ſo uſe it 
for a few Years, that I may uſe it for 


ever in better Company, and in more 


becoming Enjoyments. 
I obſerve that all other Creatures be- 
low me were made for ſome end, which 
D 2 they 
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they live to obtain; but to what end 
was I made, if in this Life lies all my 
hope? What do I meet with propor- 
tion'd to'my Reaſon, or that can truly 
anſwer the Expectations of it? If I cat 
or drink too much, that upbraids me 
with the Folly; or if I tranſgreſs any 
other Rules of it, I am condemn'd by 
it: I am only pleas'd, when I live ra- 
tionally, or take my Reaſon for my 
natural Rule and Guide; if then I oppoſe 
all thatis ſenſual and brutiſh, and con- 
form myſelf as ſtrictly as I can to the 
Dictates of it, what do! obtain by 2 
or where is my Reward ? " 

The ſatisfaction of having done well 

is I confeſs pleaſurable in itſelf, and may 
encourage meſtill to live rationally ; but 
this ariſes from a ſecret Expectation of 
another State after this, where there 
ſhall be an ample Retribution made for 
all my virtuous Actions: whereas if in 
this Life I have only the pleaſure of be- 
ing rational for my Recompence, I 
ſhould be of all Men the moſt miſerable; 
for whilſt others purſue their Luſts with 
all Eagerneſs, I am reſtrain'd by the Las 
of my own rational Nature, and dare 
not live otherwiſe than as my Reaſon 
will allow. | As 
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As creating Goodneſs ſecur d me in 
the Womb, and brought me forth to 
ſee and enjoy the Light, as it has at- 
tended me from my Inſa icy to Youth, 
and from Youth to old Age, ſo it ſtill 
protects me, and provides for me, ſtill 
aſſiſts and viſirs me with great Compaſ- 
ſion and Tenderneſs: Icannot be lo in- 
dulgent to my own Children, as that is 
at preſent to me; I have not only a 
continued Health, with convenient 
Plenty, and an affluence of all ſuitable 
Enjoyments, but Iam vilited ſo often 
wich his Care, and readineſs to help 
and bleſs me, that I ſhould wrong him, 
ſhould I bur diſtruſt his Intentions, ox 
ſuſpect his deſign in removing of me. 
1 no ſooner pray to him. for Pro- 
tection, bur I ſee his Hand in guarding 


and ſecuring me; when I beg Aſſiſtance 


that I may be able to perform my Du- 
tics, I am ſtrengthned beyond my Ex- 
pectation; if I deſire ſome Tokens of 
his Acceptance and Preſence with me, 
I am viſited by his gracious Spirit, and 
raiſed, if not tranſported with inward 
Toy and Peace, and the more diligent 
I am to love and ſerve him, the more I 
am encouraged by him to go forward 

L's in 
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in my Obedience, and the more I per- 
ceive of his kind Approbation. 
Since then I have found him fo af- 
fectionate for ſo many Years, and more 
and more forward to ſupport and em- 
bolden me as I draw nearer to my 


Grave; what Reaſon can I have to 


doubt of his good Intentions toward 
me, or-to dread a Diſſolution ? Have I 
ſerved him for above threeſcore Years, 
and found him always at hand to help 
me, and ſhall I in my old Age entertain 
any groundleſs Fealouſies againſt him, 
or call in queſtion his Goodneſs ? Has 
he preſerved my Life frequently from 
very imminent Dangers, and ſhall I not 
confide in him, when in the Jaws of 
Death! Has he deliver'd me ſo often 
from it, and will he let me be annihi- 
lated by it? Has he carried me ſafe thro” 
manifold Temptations, and will he now 
give me up to be loft? Has he watch'd 
over me thus long, aſſiſted meſo often, 
and with very great Compaſſion ſpar'd 
me, for no other end but that I ſhould 
ceaſe to be? Has he heaped and multiply'd 
his Mercies upon me ſo often with this 


deſign, to bring me to a State, where all 


things are forgotten, and where I can- 
not 
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not be mindful of his Love, or thankful 
Form 7 
Or ſhould 1 live after Death, as Na- 
ture directs me to expect, can he deſign 
to hurt, or puniſh me, who have en- 
deavour'd to pleaſe him? Are all the 
Expcriences of his Love, which I have 
by Prayer obtain'd, to end in Miſery 
and Woe? Were all the Demonſtrations 
>, of his Favour but ſo many Prefaccs of 
his Reſolution to turn me into Hell > 
Or ſhall his Goodneſs, which is fo great, 
and all his Compaſſion end there? 
| Far be ſuch Deſigns from eternal 
Goodneſs, or ſuch Diſpoſals {rom Com- 
paſſion itſelf, which can have no De- 
ceit, or Diſlimalation in it; and far be 
from me ſuch deſponding Thoughts. 
Whom he loveth, he loveth to the end; 
„and ſure J am, if I walk according as 
his Love directs, I ſhall enjoy it much 
more in the following Statc, than I do 
here, and ſhall poſtcts that in reality, 
and in its fulneſs, which is now but 
ſhaded and repreſented darkly, 
Divine Goodneſs muſt needs be al- 
ways the ſame, and changes not; and 
as it has begun in this Life ro manifeſt 


itſelf unto me, I may be ſure that Death 
ſhall 
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ſhall not break off the Correſpondence 
or Communion betwixt me and that, 
or deprive me of thoſe farther Mani- 
feſtations of itſelf which are hinted to 
me by Nature, and which are promiſed 
by Revelation, 
God is not as a Man that will lye, or 
the Son of Man that repents ; if I love 
him, and keep his Commandments, he 
will love me, and make his abode with 
me, and not Death, nor any other Crea- 
ture ſhall ſeparate from his Love, which 
is in Chriſt Jeſus my Lord; for Reve- 
lation has made the caſe plain and clear, 
and not only ſhewn me, how Sin came 
into the World, and Death by Sin, but 
al ſo how I may walk thro' the Shades 
of Death, and fear no Evil. By this 
I am aſſured, | 

That there is eternal Life to be had 
for us Men. 

That Jeſus Chriſt has given undoubt- 
ed Proof of it in himſeff. 

That ſome things are 5 before- 
hand of me, to fit myſelf for this Life. 
And, - 

That if I am qualified as Revelation 
directs, I ſhall as certainly live for ever, 


as I am ſure that I live at preſent ; for 
Soc, 
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God, who cannot lye, hath promiſed 
it bei the World began; and as he 
cannot lye, he cannot diſappoint me, 
whilft 1 believe in him, and prepare 
myſelf, as he direQs, to inherit what 
he has promiſed. 

If it is his Pleaſure that made me, 
that I ſhould live for ever, I ſee no cauſe. 
to doubt of it; for tho' my earthly 
Part is not fit for ſuch a Duration at 
preſent, it muſt be in his power to 
make it fit, when he pleaſes; for he 
may as well give me a Body, which will 
laſt for ever, as he has given me one 
already, which is to laſt for a little time; 
the ſame which I now have, is not un- 
capable of ſuch a Change, when he 
gives out his Command to alter it, but 
ſhall laſt as he appoints : for as I live by 
him and in him, he can lengthen out 
this to ſome hundreds of Years, as he 
did the Patriarchs, and as corruptible 

as it is at preſent, can turn it into in- 
corruptible. 

Since therefore he has been ſo kind, 
as to ſend his Son into the World on 
purpoſe to give to me, and others, the 
promiſe of eternal Life; What reaſon 


can I, or any other have to disbelieve 
him ? 
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him ? May not he promiſe to his Crea- 
tures he will? Has not he ſufficient 
Power to make his Word good ? Is not 
the heavenly Hoſt, and every Angel, 
with every Attendant upon his Throne, 
eternal according to his Pleaſure ? It he 
by the fame Pleafure, will make me as 
one of them, who can hinder or pre- 
vent him? May not he prolong or alter 
Life, at ſeemeth beſt to him? 

And however ſome wanton Wits 
preſume to call his Revelation into 
queſtion, they may as well doubt of 
the Truth of all Hiſtory, disbelieve the 
authentick Records of all Nations, and 
diſpute the reality of their own Being; 
for the Hiſtory of the Goſpel is as well 
atteſted as any other Matters of Fact; 
and if I reje& the Revelation as coun- 
terfeit, I may with the ſame reaſon 
deny, that there ever was a Nation of 
the Fews, or their Metropolis Feruſa- 
tem, where the things were tranſacted 
which are mention'd in the Goſpel. 

The Revelation is plain which aſſures 
me, that God ſo loved the World, that 
he ſent his only begotten Son unto it, 
with this Meſſage, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth in him, ſhould not periſh, but 
have 


>. 
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have everlaſting Life; that this is the 
Promiſe, that he hath given to us eter- 
nal Lite, and that this Life is in his Son, 
and that whoſoever hath the Son, hath 
Life, for he was the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life; that very eternal Life, 


Which was with the Father, and was 


manifeſted unto us, which is the true 
God and eternal Life. | 

And as by his Word 1 find, that he 
has-full Power to impart it to me, and 


other Believers, I fall depend upon his 


Bounty for this Legacy, and will now 
Hope for eternal Life, which God hath 
promiſed in his Son, and for his Son's 
ſake will give it to *. when declar'd 
faithful. 

Upon this promiſe will Ifix my Faith, 
and will henceforward anſwer all Ob- 
jections againſt my living after Death, 
by that Power and good Pleaſure of 


_ God, which hath moſt ſolemnly en- 


gaged to give it me, and in condeſcen- 
ſion to my Weakneſs, to ſhew me the 
Immutability and Unchangeableneſs of 
his Will, hath confirmed it t by an Oath, 


that by two immurable things, in which 


it is impoſſible for God to lye,we might 
have ſtrong Conſolation, who have fled 
for 


for refuge, to lay hold upon the Hope 
ſet before us. 

1 am ſenſible he has given me the 
Life Inow have, an that he is the Foun- 
tain of all Life, and therefore may 
ſafely depend upon him, that he will 
make good is Word, exchange this 
dying Life for that whichis eternal ; let 
my Body be never ſo corruptible, and 


my Soul never ſo unlikely in itſelf to 


live for ever; let ſome call it Flame and 
Fire, others the refined Spirits of Blood, 
or what the Atheiſt pleaſes, it ſhall not 
ſhake my Confidence, becauſe he who 
gave me Life, has declar'd, that he will 
prolong it for ever; and therefore no 
Incapacity in Body, and no Temper of 
Soul can in the leaſt retard, or hinder 
his gracious Deſign on my behalf. 

Let Death threaten what it can, and 


approach with all its Terrors, it can but 


batter down theſe earthly Walls, and 


render my Body unfit for my reſidence 


in it; and when it has done its worſt, 
it ſhall act the part of a Friend, tho 


- contrary to its own Inclinations, and 


ſhall tranſmit me to everlaſting. Life, at 
a vaſt diſtance from all its Dominion 
and Power, where I ſhall enjoy myſelf 

with 
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without any fear or dread of another 
Removal or Alteration. 

This I may build upon as moſt certain 
in itſelf, ſince he that brought the Pro- 
miſe of eternal Life from his Father, 
gave the firſt Proof and Inſtance of it 
in himſelf, and was known to be alive 
after he was dead; for this Jeſus, the 
Son of the living God, who brought 
Life and Immortality to light by the 
Goſpel, ſubmitted to die, and after he 
had been dead for ſome time, roſe a- 
gain, and was ſeen alive by many, was 


handled, and known to be the ſame 


Teſus that was crucify'd and ſlain, and 
then aſcended into Heaven. — 
If then he, who was dead, came to 
life, why may not I when dead and cor- 
rupted return to Life again, and live 


for evermore ? Cannot the ſame Power 


which quicken'd his mortal Body, quic- 
ken mine? Shall not all that are in their 
Graves hear his Voice, and come forth, 
thoſe that have done good unto the Re- 
ſurrection of Life, and thoſe that have 
done evil, unto the Reſurrection of 
Damnation? Why ſhould I dreaq a 
Diſſolution, knowing this; or Why 

E | ſhould 


J]uealouſies be for ever ſilent ; for as ſure 
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mould I bediſmay'd at the Approach ? 
I will yet truſt in God, who is the help 
of my Countenance, and my God. 

My Saviour died and roſe again, and 
aſſures me, he will call me from the 


Grave, and give me cternal Life ; he 


Was as really and truly dead as ever I 
ſhall be ; the Spear pierced his Side, and 
put it beyond the power of his Body, 
as Body, to retain life within it; his 
Enemies that look'd on, thought him 
rally dead, and yet it is undoubtcdly 
true, that he came to life, and that he 
will be the Author of eternal Life to all 
them that believe. | 
If he had not died himſelf, and given 
mean inſtance of the divine Power in 
this caſe, peradventure, I might have 
been ſomewhat doubttul concerning his 
diſcourſe ; for it would have appeared 
ſtrange, that a mortal Meſſenger ſhould 
bring me the Promiſe of etcrnal Lite,and 
not partake of it himſelf after his own 
death; for the truth of his Promiſe ought 
to be verified firſt upon himſelf. Since 


then this has been done, and the ſame 


Jeſus that brought the Promiſe, did die, 
and come to Life; let all Doubts and 
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ae Jeſus died and roſe again, fo ſure is 
it, that tho' Idie, I ſhall live; that tho 

Worms deſtroy this Body, yet in my 
Fleſh ſhall I ſee God, whom mine Eyes 
ſhall behold, and not another's ; I ſhalt 
after Death ſce my Redeemer, and, if 
duly qualified, ſhall be for ever with 
him, and behold his Glory. 

I will therefore ſtrictly examine, whe- 
ther thoſe things which he requires of 
me, in order to fir me for eternal Life, 
have been punctually obſerved by me ; 
for if I have carefully purſued his Di- 
rections, and prepar'd myſelf as he com- 
mands, I ſhall as certainly inherit eter- 
nal Life, as Iam alive at this moment; 
and will depend upon him for it; ac- 
cording as his own Words inform me. 

I muſt truly repent of my Sins, which 
have provoked God to wrath againſt me. 

I muſt ſincerely believe in him as the 
Son of God, and my Lord and Maſter. 

I muſt conform myſelf, my Heart 
and Life to his holy Laws and Govern- 
ment, to the laſt moment of my ſtay 
upon earth. 

If I find that I have thus done, and 
continue ſo to do to my laſt breath, I may 
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then reſign up my Soul unto him, in 
ſure and certain hope of the Reſur. 
rection to eternal Life. I muſt be very 
ſolemn and ſincere in my Enquiry 
after theſe Qualifications in me, that [I 
may ſee how my condition ſtands at 
preſent before God, and if it be agree- 
able to the Goſpel, may entertain a true 
Chriſtian Hope in Death. | 

If I know my own Heart, Iam truly 
penitent, and heartily conccrn'd for the 
Errors and Failings of my Life paſt, and 
can ſincerely declare, that the burthen 
of my own Guilt, without the Blood 
and Mediation of my Saviour, would 
be intolerable : It has been, and ſha'l 
be my care to renew myſelf from any 
practice, which has but the Appearance 
of Evil upon it, and to abſtain from 
it ever after; for I know that true Re- 
pentance includes more than bare Sor- 
row for Sin, or ſolemn Reſolutions 
againſt it, and is beſt diſcoverd by a 
ſerious Watchfulneſs over my own 
Heart and Ways, leſt at any time I 
ſhould think, contrive, deliberate; and 
dare to do that which is forbidden, and 
by my conſtant Application and Endea- 

vour 
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vour to abſtain from it, and to do that 
which is commanded. 

To gain this Advantage, I am not 
willing to let my Thoughts wander, 
and entertain themſelves in various 
Scenes of Imagination, leſt they ſhould 
become impure and unclean ; but am 
watchful to call them back, as ſoon as 
I find them ſallying out, in purſuit of 
ſuch dangerous Contemplations : I can 
alſo watch my Tongue, that it may not 
enter into a Diſcourſe, or utter any 
Words, which may be diſpleaſing to 
my heavenly Father, and oblige it to 
keep to the Truth in ſobriety, without 
the Mixture of Oaths or Imprecations : 
I can guard my Behaviour, that it may 
be always conſiſtent with the Rules of 
my holy Religion, and rather orna- 
mental than diſgraceful to it. 

And whilſt I thus narrowly obſerve 
my Thoughts, Words, and Actions, left 
I ſhould think, ſpeak, or act amiſs; 1 
am performing the part of atrue Peni- 
tent, and recommending myſelf thro' 
Chriſt to the divine Favour; and the 
more I prevent or remove the Spots and 
Blemiſhes of my'inward and outward 
E 3 Beha- 
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Behaviour, the more I approve. myſelf 
a Penitent before Almighty God, and 
the more ready he will be, upon my 
humble Supplication for his Aſſiſtance, 
to ſtrengthen, and to * me in 

my return to himſelf. 

I have acted this part for many Years, 
and am ſtill ſtrictly engaged in the ſame 
Watchfulneſs, knowing that there is 
no living in this corrupt and ſinful 
World, without applying it for my 
ſafety : If I put on a new Garment, 
let me be as nice as tis poſſible, in ſe- 
curing it from Duſt and Soil, do the 
beſt I can it will in a little time contract 
ſome Duſt and Spots; and if I waſh 
myſelf never ſo clean by Repentance, 
and appear before my heavenly Father 
at his Table in a wedding Garment, the 
World is ſo polluted and defiled, Con- 
verſation ſo looſe and filthy, and my 
own Heart fo prediſpos d to comply, 
that it will be excecding difficult to 
keep myſelf clean and unſpotted for a 
time: I muſt therefore ſtill be upon 
my guard, and continue to trim my 
Lawp, till watch and pray, or I may 
— 
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de ſullied before Iam aware, or perhaps 

mired with Sin. | 
Whenever J perceive I am overtaken 
with a fault, I can have no caſe nor 
reſt, till I have reconcil'd myſelf to 
God by confeſſion and humiliation, 
and put myſelf under his favourable 
Eye again; for I am then ſenſible, that 

as Sin is become uncaſy and vexatious- 
to me, it is abominable in his ſight, he 

cannot behold it with Approbation. 

Thus I make a ſhift to travel towards 
my Grave, ſometimes purified in Heart 
and Life, cheer'd and comforted with 
ON the expectation of Mercy, fometimes 
ſullied by ſurprize, overtaken with a 
fault by inadvertency, dejected, heavy, 
and ſorrowful, always endeavouring to 
wipe off the Duſt, and wear out the 
+ |» Spots, that are ſo contracted, and ma- 
king every Night an eſtimate of the 
progreſs 1 made that day, towards eter- 
nal Life. | 
This is my Repentance, which I look 
upon as genuine and acceptable through 
thc Blood of Jeſus, ſuchas every good 
Man who ingenuouſly confeſſes his 
Sins, endeavours to perform, that he 

may 
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may thereby turn from Sin unto God, 
and by degrees ſo change and improve 
his Temper, that the divine Image may 
appear upon him again, in ſome meaſure 
renew'd, and that he may partake of 
that divine Nature, which will prepare 
and diſpoſe him for eternal Life: This 
Repentance gives me a comfortable 
Proſpect of my Saviour's Love; for as 
he has commanded me to repent, and 
to believe the Goſpel, I may thus far 
preſume that I am entitled to his fa- 
vour. . 

My Belief I have reaſon to think as 
genuine and ſincere as my Repentance, 
neither tainted with. Hereſy nor wea- 
ken'd with Scruplcs; for I am fully per- 
ſuaded, that Jeſus is the Lord, that he 
was with the Father from all Eternity, 
of the ſame Eſſence, Purity, and Power, 
by whom alſo he made the Worlds ; 
that in the Beginning he was the Word, 
and the Word was God; that the ſame 
Word became Fleſh, and was God with 
us, God manifeſted in the Fleſh. 3 

I dare not queſtion his Divinity, or 
degrade it into nominal, given by Com- 
miſſion, or ſay that he is no other God 
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than as his Commiſſion bears him out, 
as Magiſtrates arc called Gods ; I dare 
not pry too far into his myſterious Ge- 
neration, or form a Thought concern- 
ing his Production, as ſome of late have 
done, which may either diminiſh my 
Veneration for him, or degrade him in 
the apprehenſion of others, ſetting him 
forth as the firſt of Creatures: The 
ſame divine Verity which declares to 
me that he is God, intends that I ſhould 
believe him to be ſo, and will not be 
offended, if I underſtand ſuch Ex- 
preſſions, as they fairly ſet him forth 
at firſt ſight, without the help of Art 
or Wit, 15 put another ſenſe upon 
them. 

And as I may fafely believe that he 
is God, equal with the Father (for Re- 
velation will not deceive me, and in 
the Divinity there can be no Inequality) 
ſo I look upon him as the fitteſt Meſſen- 
ger that could be ſent by him to Man- 
kind to publiſh the Goſpel, to offer 
Sacrifice, and to make Atonement for 
Sin, and to return to Heayen by his 
own Blood, there to appear in the ke 
ſence of God for us. | 


— 


Cay 
Me had the Viſitation of Angels 
long before, at divers times to very 
little purpoſe, and at laſt in great Com- 
paſſion the Father ſends to us his Son, 
the Brightneſs of his Glory, the expreſs 
Image of his Perſon, and moſt exalted 
in his Preſence, ſaying, They will reve- 
WM rence my Son; for if any Favour would 
yl endear Mankind to himſelf, this Conde- 
ſcenſion might, by which he has diſ- 
1 coverd his Love to loſt Sinners, and 
1 promiſes Forgiveneſs, and eternal Life: 
FI For God ſo loved the World, that he 
M: gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
F: ſoever believeth in him, ſhould not pe- 
. riſh, but have everlaſting Life : For 
. God ſent not his Son into the World to 
Bt condemn the World, but that the 
111 World through him might be ſaved : 
Herein is Love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and ſent his Son 
to be the Propitiation for our Sins; and 
not for our Sins only, but for the Sins 
2Z 3 of the whole World. 
= As I believe that Jeſus is my Saviour 
_ | and Redeemer, I thankfully accept of 
this Meſſage, which he has brought 


from the Father, and confirm'd with 
ſo 
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fo many undoubted Miracles, and ac- 
knowledge him to be my Lord and my 
God; I ſubmir myſelf to him as my 
King and Governour, and revere his 
Dominion, Power, and Government; 
I own that his Goſpel- laws are my Rules 
to live by, and that in obedience to 
him, I am oblig d to live godly, righte- 
ouſly, and ſoberly in this preſent 
World; or if I fail in my Obedience, 
I muſt expect all that Indignation and 
Wrath, which is revealed from Heaven, 
and threaten'd againſt the Diſobedient 
and Unrighteous, and which in due 
time ſhall be diſplay'd to their aſtoniſh- 
ment and confuſion. 

As I believe him to be my Lord and 
Maſter, I pray to him for protection 
under his Providence, for the aſſiſtance 
and a meaſure of his Holy Spirit to profit 
 withal, which he has promiſed to thoſe 
that fear him, and who is God, with 
the Father and the Son; I call upon him 
for forgiveneſs, when I do amiſs; for 
Support and Encouragement in my 
Chriſtian Warfare: As he is my Sa- 
viour, I believe that he has made my 
peace with my heavenly Father in his 

| - own 
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own Blood, and will ſave me from my 
Sins by purifying me more and more 
by his own Spirit, and ever lives to 


make interceſſion for me, that through 


his Merits and Mediation I may be ac- 
cepted and therefore ] truſt to him for 
Salvation, I rely upon his Merits for 


Happineſs, and depend wholly upon 


him for Mercy and Forgiveneſs. 

"Tis upon this account when I bow 
my Kneesto tae Father, I call him Fa- 
ther as he has repreſented him ; I plead 
with him in his name, and for his ſake ; 
I beſeech him, that tho'Iam unworthy 
of the. leaſt fayour, I may find it thro' 
him who is worthy, who died for me ; 
yea rather, who is riſen again, who 
ſitteth at the right Hand of God, and 
who is as forward to recommend my 
Perſon and my Petitions to the divine 
Mercy, as I can be to 1 it, or to 
make them. 

And thus as my Life is taken up with 
Repentance, ſo I am always exerciſing 
my Faith upon him, and endeavouring 
to live by Faith, and to bring my Life 
and Temper into an exact ſincere 

conformity to his Will ; that my Faith 
may 
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may work by Love, may be attended 


with Vertue, and all thoſe divine Graces 


which he was eminent in, which he has 
recommended to my Imitation: And 
as my Faith is thus genuine and practical, 
I may aſſure myſelf, that I am thus far 
qualify.d for; the divine Favour, and 
may expect Comfort in Death, if Icon- 
tinue in it to the laſt part of my Life. 
The Obedience Evangelical, which 
my Lord and King may juſtly; demand, 
and expect from me, is attended with 


my Faith, as the proper fruit of it, tge 
product of my ſteady and unfeigned 


Acknowledgement of his Authority 
and Power: for as J repented, to re- 
inſtate myſelf in his Favour, and be- 
liey'd in him as the only Saviour of the 
World; fol am obedient, to ſhow how 
truly I believe, and how ready I am to 
qualify myſelf, as he has commanded, 
and to act in my Plare jolt as he would 
have nt 
Tis this that inclines me to Lg mi 
gious and devout, to ſet; the fear of 
God before mine Eyes, to poſſeſs my 
1 with a reverential Awe and Dread 
F of 
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of the divine WA to believe God 
always preſent with me, eying my 


Heart, and the fecret Springs of it, ſpy⸗ 
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ing me out in all my ways. 
"Tis this that prompts me on tofre- 
quent publick Prayers, as well as my 
Cloſet Devotions, that produces fer- 
vency, and earneſtneſs at them, that 
inſpites me with attention to his Word 
when read or explain'd, that prepares 
me for my Lord's Table, prevails with 
me to be ſolemnly ſerious: at it, and 
_ = watchtul ever after to live acoordingly; 
11 that as I receiv'd with Faith and Thankſ- 
LY. giving, I may in all uprightneſs anſwer 
| what I then engagd. | 
Ni 'Tis this that obliges me to diſcharge 
[ myſelf in my Behaviour towards Men 
bi) with all Mecknefs and Gentleneſs in 
9 Converſation, in all Juſtice and Ho- 
= neſty in my Dealings, and in all Good- 


neſs and Charity towards them in all 
Circumſtances of Life: And that I may 
not become a Caſt-away, tis my Faith 
that looks to my perſonal Behaviour 
rowards myſelf, kes 1 may Keep my 
_—_ with all — in a fit — 
to 
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to entertain my eg let him come to, , 
Judgment when he will; that F may, 
not be overcharg'd with Gluttony or 
Drunkenneſs, or the Cares of this 
World, and at any time yield to any 
Fancy or Deſire that is contrary to God: 
lineſs, or dangerous to my Soul; but. 
may be ſober and, temperate in "alk 
things, and poſſeſs my. Veſlel. with San-, 
Qification and Honour. 

Whilſt thus aim at theſe grand D- 
ties, which include the whole of my. 
Obedience, my ſteady belief in Jetus. 
operates in all, and quickcns me to be 
the more active and vigorous in all the 
Service which! perfort m, that I may for 
his ſake acquit myſelf faithful before 
God, and thro' his Merits obtain, the 
Reward which is promiſcd : My Faith 
is ſo ſteady in purſuit of his Fayour, 
that I can rhro his own Grace, that I. 
may ſtand fair in his eye, ſubmit to the 
hardeſt Tasks of the Goſpel, and not 
only upon occaſion deny myſelf, what 
in other reſpects might be lawful, but 
take up the Croſs, ſabmir to the Affli. 
Lion Lam here to be tried with, reſign 
">. N up 


1 
up myſelf meekly to his Management 
Who died for me, and wait in patience 
for deliverance thro his Merits : I find 
I can love my Enemies in obedience to 
his Command, bleſs them that curſe 
me, do good to them that hate me, and 
pray for them which deſpitefully uſe 
me and perſecute me. I believe him 
to be ſo much my Lord, that I have 
giyen him my Heart, and devoted my 
Life unto him from my Youth ; and as 
Igrew old, have put as much Confidence 
in him, as is due to my Saviour; and 
tho Death continues to look ſourly 
upon me, I hope J ſhall be fully recon- 
cil'd unto it, when it appears at hand, 
having the third Qualification in ſome 
meaſure procur'd, which is made ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation according to the 
Laws of the Goſpel. 

Upon a review of the true State that 
lam in, I have reaſon to hope, that 1 
am in ſome reſpect fitted for that un- 
known State into which 1 ſhall be in a 
little time remov'd ; for in that I have 
truly repented, and ſhown the reality 
of my —— by the 2 
0 
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of my Life; in that I have believ din 
Jeſus the Son of the living God, con- 
ſubſtantial with the Father, and depend 

uponchis Blood and Merits for Pardon 
and Peace; in that 1 have brought my 


Life into a ſincere and agreeable Con- 
formity to his holy Commands: : Why 


ſhould Itremble in view of Death, or 
of whom fhould I be afraid? The Fa- 
ther isreconcil'd tome in and thro his 
Son's Death ? his Son is my Friend and 
Advocate, my Redeemer and Deliverer; 
his Holy Spirit has thus in part purifyd 


and prepar d me for my removal, andi 


may hope that Lam in ſome 'tolerable 
degree diſpos'd for that unknown Re- 
gion, wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs. 

I expect that the Change and Altera- 
tion Iſnhall paſs thro at Death, ſhall wholly 


free me from thoſe Appendages of Sin, 
which are now ſo apt to hinder me in 


Duty, and to diſcourage me on the 
way ; I can in ſome meaſure rejoice in 
the teſtimony of a good Conſcience, 
that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, 
I have had my Converſation in the 
World, not with fleſhly Wiſdom, but 

F 3 by 


by the Grace of God; and tho” my 
Work is not yet done, and I know not 
how long I may be kept upon Service, 
or what further Service that may be, 
which may yet be put upon me; yet 1 
can put my truſt in God, that I ſhall 
ſtill be willing to pleaſe him in newneſs 
of Life, and to diſcover my Faithful- 
neſs to the laſt Gaſp under any Circum- 
ſtances, and hope that at the end of my 
days I ſhall be in a good diſpoſition to 
join with St. Paul, according to my 
mean Degree and State of Life, and to 
ſay with him, I have fought a good 

Fight, I have : finiſhed my Courſe ; 
_ henceforth there is laid up for me a 
Crown of | Righteouſneſs, which God 
the righteous Fudge ſhall give me at 
that day; and not to me only, but to all 
them that love his Appearance. 

At preſent it is very comfortable to 
me to make theſe Reflections upon my- 
ſelf, and yet tho I ſhould know no- 
thing by myſelf, which may lie heavy 
and dangerous upon me in the great 
Day, I am not hereby juſtify'd, for he 
that judgeth me is the Lord; and as it 
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is he that ſhall determine my futute 
State, I can pleaſe my ſelf, that as he 
is my Saviour, and hath. ſuffer'd ſo 
much in my behalf, he will allow me 
all the Advantages of his own Blood, 
and favour me according to his own 
Goſpel; and as I have judged ſincerely 
of myſelf, and dealt uprightly with 
my own Soul, he will judge me, ac- 
cording to that ſincerity, and clear me 
when I am judged. _- 

If indeed my Heart condemned. me 
of Diſſimulation and Hypocriſy, God 
is greater than my Heart, and knoweth 
all things, and can not only take ſtrict 
cognizance of what I condemn myſelf 
for, but can aggravate all the Circum- 
ſtances that attend my Guult, and ſetting 
my ſecret Sins in order before me, can 
confound me with my own accounts, 
But if my Heart condemns me not, but 
bears conſtant witneſs (as it does) that 
I have, tho' with much weakneſs, been 
ſincere and unfeigned before him, I 
may have confidence towards him and 
before him, and depend upon him for 


my Reward, becauſe I keep his Com- 
mand- 


( 68 ) 
mandments, 1 do thoſe things that 


are pleaſing in his ſight. | 
And as I;continue in obedience, no 


_ perſiſt ſteadily in keeping his Command- 


ments, I may promiſe myſelf more 
Aſſiſtance from above, and may expect 


to keep up an holy Communion with 
the Father and Son, and to receive from 


them thoſe farther Encouragements, 
which may be proper for my ſupport 
in the very Agony of dying, when Na- 
ture will ſtart back, and the Evil- One 
will be forward to do miſchief. 

When I thus ſhow that I love bim, 
his Cauſe, and Intereſt, I have the Pro- 
mife already, that as I love him, I fhall 
be loved of the Father, and ſhall have 
the Returns of Love from himſelf, or 
ſhall be loved again by him, and have 


further Manifeſtations of his Approba- 


tion, and Preſence; they both engage 
to come unto me, and to make their 
abode with me, or will be reſident in 
my Spirit in a more immediate manner, 
and either aſſiſt and ſtrengthen me for 
Service, or be my ſtay and confidence 
in death. 

As 
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As thinkfbre/. ! am truly conſeious, 
that I endedvour ſincerely to keep God's 
Commandments, I may with the moſt 
encouraging Steadineſs depend upon 
him for Aſſiſtance, and make my Re- 
queſts known unto him, in all freedom 
and ear neſtneſs, as neceſſity ſhall re- 
quire; for whatſoever I ſhall ask = 
Father in his Son's name, he will give 
at me, provided it be needful and rea- 
-ſonable ;z and as 1 find cauſe, I may re- 
peat and renew my Requeſts unto him 
that my Joy may be full. 

As he hath ſhown his Love in dying 
for me, the Father himſelf loveth me, 
becauſe I have loved him, and have 
firmly believed that he came forth from 
God ; and if the Father and Son love 
me, what need I fear a remove? for 
whitherſoever I ſhall be carried, I ſhall 
be under their Love. The Fleſh I 
know is weak, the Evil-One is ſubtite- 
and very buſy, and the World entices- 
on every hand, and there muſt be ſome 
ſtruggling for maſtery; for I am beſet 
on every ſide with Snares and Dangers, 


with 6 and Trials ; how- 
ever 


620) 
ever the Love of God in Chriſt Jeſus 
my Lord may bear me up, and en- 
courage me to keep my ground; for 
he that loves me is the Lord of all, he 
has all Power in Heaven, and upon 
Earth, and can place me in ſafety, in 
defiance to all my Enemies. 

If 1 keep to him, I am under the 
moſt ſteady Protection, and nothing 
will be permitted to approach and hurt 
me. I will not therefore deſpond, if 
in this evil World, and this ſinful Body, 
Jam not yet ſo pure and perfect, as I 
ought and deſire to be; I will take all 
the care I can to walk in the narrow 
Path which leadeth to Life, and will 
not wilfully or deſignedly offend, and 
if my Foot ſhould flip, and 1 ſhonld: 
fall by ſurprize or weakneſs, I will get 
up again as faſt as I can, and ſtill keep 
to the way which leadeth to Life, that 
I may not loſe my ears in the * 
at, Ged. 

The beſt Travellers: in his Path are 

oftentimes enticed aſide, and betray'd: 
into Dangers, and upon their Recovery. 
have: gone forward with the greater 
Caution 
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Caution and Steadineſs; and ſo will 1, 
that I may by degrees become more 
firm in my Reſolution, and ſteady in 
my Walking, and may have a fairer 
paper of finiſhing my Courſe in the 
Love and Service of my Lore. 
He knows how frail Iam, how apt 
to miſtake and ſtep aſide, how enticed 
within and -affaulted - without, and 
expects no more Service from me than 
I can perform; he does not as yet ex- 
pect conſummate Obedience, nor does 
he enjoin me to ac beyond my natural 
Powers; he knows that I am bur Duſt, 
and that if Ido my beſt in all upright- 
neſs of Heart, he will accept of my 
ſincere Endeavours, and reward me 
according to my Improvements; ff I 
have but ewe. of three” Talents, and 
empley chem heartily in his Service, he 
will favour my righteous Dealing, and 
love me according to my e Ne with 
the moſt endearing Affection: 
His Covenant made with me in the 
Blood of his Son, makes allowances 
for common Weakneſſes and involun- 
tary Eſcapes; and wil accept of any 
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| Which * by Love, tho 
ended with many Imperfections; 
and tho I. ſtill continue on this ſide that 
happy Region, where Perfection dwells, 
and into which nothing that is unclean 
ſhall enter, he has given me an Intereſt 
in his own meritorious Blood, by which 


upon my perſeverance in Well-doing, I 


hall be puificd. For: his eternal Pre- 
ence, 8 

This then is my preſenr Comfort, 
and ſhall be my Hope in Death. I 
begotten again unto a lively Hope, by 


the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from 


the dead, to an Inheritance incorrup- 
tible and -undefiled, which fadeth not 
away, preſerved in Heaven for me, who 


am kept by the Power of God, through 


Faith unto Salvation, ready to be re- 
vealed in the laſt time; Wherein 1 
greatly rejoice, tho now for a ſeaſon 
(if need be) I am in heavineſs — 
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